July 22, 2016

Dear Interested Citizen and Neighbor,

J. Herbert Stone Nursery (JHSN or “the nursery”) is administratively part of Rogue River Siskiyou National
Forest. JHSN currently uses 4 herbicides as a part of ongoing nursery operations. The herbicide use is part of an
integrated pest management program established for Forest Service nurseries in the 1980’s and 1990’s. Since that
time, JHSN has diversified, growing new crops which have new pest management needs. Also, new herbicides
have become available which may be more effective, and potentially safer for workers or the environment. Thus,
JHSN proposes to add 6 herbicide active ingredients to our overall integrated pest management toolbox and
discontinue using two of the current herbicide active ingredients.

The J. Herbert Stone nursery is managed by the Forest Service and located within an agricultural area in the Rogue
River Valley. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental analysis is not required of private
enterprises using the proposed registered products commonly used on private lands. However, the nursery is a
Federal facility and NEPA requirements for environmental analysis apply to actions undertaken or considered here.

The attached document describes the Proposed Action and details of the herbicides we are considering for use at
JHSN. :

You are invited to an open house at JHSN August 20, 2016 from 9:00am to 12:00pm focused on providing
information about our nursery operations. You will have an opportunity to tell us your thoughts about our proposed
action at the open house. The nursery is located at 2606 Old Stage Road, Central Point, Oregon.

The Forest Service encourages those of you who are interested in this project to become involved in the planning
process by providing us with your comments on these projects and visiting with our staff. Please submit written
comments to, Sitka Pence at sitkapence @fs.fed.us, or

J. Herbert Stone Nursery
Attention: Sitka Pence (Planning Program)
2606 Old Stage Road
Central Point, OR
97502

To submit comments by telephone, or for more information about the project, please contact Sitka Pence (541)
618-2126. Please submit your comments by August 26th 2016. Comments provided as well as the name and
address of the person providing the comments, will become a matter of public record. Thank you for reviewing
these proposal and participating in this analysis.

Thank you for your interest in the J. Herbert Stone Nursery on the Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest!
Sincerely,
John Justin

J. Herbert Stone Nursery Manager
- enclosed (1): Purpose and Need with Proposed Action




Purpose and Need/Proposed Action JH Stone Nursery
Herbicide Use For Nursery Operations

Purpose and Need

In order to efficiently and effectively produce high quality plant materials for restoring the nation’s
National Forests and other lands, the J. Herbert Stone Nursery uses a variety of plant culturing
methods, including the use of herbicides and other pesticides.

Between 1989 and 1996, three NEPA decisions were documented, allowing for the use of specific
fumigants, fungicides, insecticides and herbicides at the nursery. Since 1996, several new herbicide
ingredients have become available that would help: 1) increase efficiency and reduce nursery
production costs; 2) increase the diversity of plant products; 3) reduce risk of herbicide use and 4)
reduce the number of herbicide applications and volume of active ingredients applied.

The approved herbicides that are currently approved are not always effective on plants that compete
with the nursery crops. Herbicide resistance is a concern because a minimal variety of herbicides are
currently approved for use.

The nursery does not use cover crops because currently no NEPA approval exists for herbicides that
would effectively or economically control weed populations is these plantings. A limited number of
pre-emergent herbicides are currently approved. This decreases the effectiveness of weed control in
existing and new crop species and increases the risk of herbicide resistance developing in local weed
species. If additional herbicides were available, the nursery could economically diversify the
selection of crops produced, improve soil health through the use of cover crops, and reduce the
number of acres fumigated annually.

Background and Current Situation

Currently, the following herbicides approved in these documents are in use:

Pesticide Use Concerns
Type/Name

Dicamba Pre and post-emergent weed control in Limited effectiveness/Toxicity
established grass beds.

Glyphosate Post-emergent weed control in all non- Herbicide resistance, non-
crop areas. selective

Simazine Post-emergent weed control in all non- Herbicide resistance, limited
crop areas. applicable uses

Oxyfluorfen Pre-emergent weed control in conifer Herbicide resistance
seedling beds and grass beds




The No Action alternative would continue the use of these herbicides according to the previous
NEPA decisions. The nursery uses other pesticides (insecticides, algaecides, fungicides, and
fumigants) in its operations and site maintenance. However, the scope of the current project is limited
to consideration of new herbicides.

Proposed Action

We propose to drop use of dicamba and simazine and continue to use glyphosate and oxyfluorfen
where needed. In addition, we propose to use the following herbicides:

¢ Oryzalin (A selective pre-emergence surface-applied herbicide used for control of annual
grasses and broadleaf weeds)

e 2,4-D (A common systemic pesticide/herbicide used in the control of broadleaf weeds)

¢ Pendimethalin (Used in pre-emergence and post-emergence applications to control annual
grasses and certain broadleaf weeds)

e Clopyralid (A highly translocated post-emergence herbicide that controls certain broadleaf
weeds)

e Prodiamine (A pre-emergent herbicide for control of grasses and broadleaf weeds)

e Imazapic (A post-emergent herbicide for the control of some broadleaf species and grasses).

The Forest Service proposes to use these herbicides as a part of integrated weed management and in a
manner consistent with the labels. The lowest effective rate of herbicide would be used, in
combination with manual, mechanical, biological and cultural treatments. All the currently-used and
newly-considered herbicides are EPA-registered products commonly used in agriculture and the
nursery trade. All are commercially-available for the general public or state-licensed pesticide
applicators.

Forest Service policies guiding pesticide use are outlined in Forest Service Manual 2150. Specific
objectives for using a variety of herbicides at the JH Stone Nursery include:

¢ Increase treatment effectiveness and decrease cost of pesticide use
e Increase nursery production

e Reduce the risk developing herbicide resistance

¢ Provide the ability to use cover crops to improve soil organic matter between crops
e Remove noxious weed populations from the nursery grounds

e Increase potential to certify plant materials as weed-free

e Reduce the use of soil fumigation

o Efficiently grow a greater diversity of crops.

e Increase grass seed production acreage

e Decrease grass seed production cost

e Decrease risks to worker and public health and safety

e Reduce potential for adverse environmental impacts

e Reduce the number of pesticide applications required each year



